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Spain and the Empire together then meant practically all
Europe, except France and the Baltic states. Spain was
reckoned to be extremely rich from her possessions in the
New World, and her soldiers were at the time the best in
Europe. Further, the abuses in the Papal court had been
set right, the old grounds of complaint removed, and at the
Council of Trent (1546-63) much had been done to win
back the wavering allegiance of many who had leaned for
the time to the Reformed doctrines. The Popes had once
more become earnest and zealous, and the same spirit
The marked all the leaders of the Roman Church. The great
al Jesuit order had been formed to win back the .heretics.
on Much had already been done by the powers of the Counter-
Reformation in Germany, and their efforts were now con-
centrated on England. (Note 49.)
Against this  attack the  key of England's  entrenched
import- position was the throne.   So long as Elizabeth lived, all was
Elizabeth safe for the time: if her heir was a Catholic, there was peril
in the future;  if she had a Protestant heir, all was secure.
At first the danger menaced from a Scottish Queen sup-
ported by the forces of the Catholic allies. After that Queen's
death the danger took a fresh shape;   it was open war with
the Counter-Reformation and its champion, Spain;  and
its forces seemed greater than England was hkely to be able
to resist.
For the Catholic cause Elizabeth's timely death was, if
not essential, at any rate much to be desired. To Protestant
England her life was invaluable: her marriage to a Protes-
tant most necessary, so that there might be a Protestant
heir.   Yet here comes one bewildering feature of the reign.
Her use Elizabeth would coquet, but she would not marry.^ And
maSiagl further, such proposals for marriage as seemed even moder-
ques on ^y attractive to j^ were not at an pieaging to the nation,
for she repeatedly seemed to intend marriage with a French
prince; and he would of course be a Catholic.
Here Elizabeth was wiser than the nation.  She saw that